
 

 

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 

Monthly Enforcement Report 
for actions during December 2009 

DISTRIBUTED: January 11, 2010 

This report has been prepared to satisfy a statutory obligation the Maine Department of Envrionmental 

Protection has to inform the public of certain enforcement resolutions.  Please contact Peter Carney at (207) 287-

4305 or peter.j.carney@maine.gov for additional information regarding the activities listed in this report.  The 

full text of most Administrative Consent Agreements is available on the Board of Environmental Protection’s 

website at http://www.maine.gov/dep/bep/agenda.htm. 

 

- Page 1 of 2 - 

The following cases were resolved to achieve compliance with the law; remediate environmental 
damage; restore natural resources to appropriate conditions; and impose penalties to deter similar 
actions in the future. 

Administrative Consent Agreements Approved by the Board of Environmental Protection and 
Office of the Attorney General (party followed by location): 

Air:  

Auburn Concrete, Westbrook, Maine.  Auburn Concrete violated Maine’s Protection and Improvement of Air 
laws and the Department’s Major and Minor Source Air Emission License Regulations by failing to obtain an Air 
Emission License for the operation of a concrete facility.  Following Department involvement, Auburn Concrete 
submitted an Air Emission License application for the facility.  To resolve the violation, Auburn Concrete paid a 
civil monetary penalty of $2,105. 

Casco Bay Motors, Yarmouth, Maine.  Casco Bay Motors (“Casco Bay”) violated the Department’s rule for New 
Motor Vehicle Emission Standards by selling a non-“California-certified” vehicle.  To resolve the violation, Casco 
Bay paid a civil monetary penalty of $2,640. 

Hazardous Waste:  

The Webber Hospital Association d/b/a Southern Maine Medical Center, Biddeford, Maine.  The Webber 
Hospital Association d/b/a Southern Maine Medical Center (“Southern Maine Medical Center”) violated provisions 
of the Department’s rules concerning Identification of Hazardous Wastes and Standards for Generators of 
Hazardous Waste.  Specifically, Southern Maine Medical Center: failed to properly determine that ethanol was a 
hazardous waste; disposed of waste ethanol in a laboratory sink connected to the City of Biddeford sewer system 
without a license to do so; failed to label or mark containers of hazardous waste with the words “Hazardous Waste” 
(some containers were marked “Waste” but omitted the word “Hazardous”) and the date upon which waste 
accumulation began; failed to keep containers of hazardous waste methanol and dyes containing methanol and 
acetone closed except when adding or removing waste; conducted and documented weekly instead of daily 
inspections for containers of hazardous waste in the facility’s hazardous waste storage area; failed to conduct or log 
daily inspections of hazardous waste containers in the facility’s satellite accumulation areas; failed to post signs with 
the words “Danger – Unauthorized Personnel Keep Out” and “No Smoking” at the entrance of the facility’s 
hazardous waste storage building; failed to equip the facility’s hazardous waste storage area with a portable fire 
extinguisher; failed to provide and document a personnel training program related to hazardous waste management 
for all employees who perform hazardous waste duties; failed to develop a complete contingency plan for hazardous 
waste management and submit a copy of the contingency plan to and make annual arrangements for services 
provided by local police, fire departments, hospitals, and emergency response teams; failed to mark or label 
containers of universal waste lamps with the type of universal waste; failure to store universal waste lamps and 
batteries in closed undamaged containers; failed to contain and transfer a broken lamp to a sealed container or 
immediately seal a container that had a broken lamp inside; failed to train employees who handle or manage 
universal waste on proper handling and emergency procedures; and failed to conduct and document weekly 
inspections and maintain an inventory of universal waste.  Following Department involvement, Southern Maine 
Medical Center advised the Department that it had taken corrective actions including: ceasing the discharge of 
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hazardous waste ethanol to the sanitary sewer; labeling all hazardous waste containers with the words “Hazardous 
Waste”; closing all containers of hazardous waste; conducting daily inspections of all containers of hazardous waste;  
posting proper signage at the hazardous waste storage area; providing a fire extinguisher at the hazardous waste 
storage area; developing a personnel training plan specifically for hazardous waste management; developing a 
complete hazardous waste contingency plan; labeling universal waste containers; storing universal waste in 
containers; and conducting weekly inspections of containers of universal waste.  To resolve the violations, Southern 
Maine Medical Center paid $12,300 as a civil monetary penalty. 

Land: 

Michael Emmons, Scarborough, Maine.  Michael Emmons (“Emmons”) violated provisions of Maine’s Natural 
Resources Protection Act by reconstructing and expanding a dwelling, reconstructing a seawall, constructing a stone 
wall, and displacing vegetation in a protected natural resource, specifically a coastal sand dune system, without first 
obtaining a permit from the Department.  Following Department involvement, Emmons submitted a restoration plan 
to the Department to replant areas of cut vegetation, submitted an after-the-fact Permit-By-Rule application to 
reconstruct the seawall which was subsequently approved by the Department, submitted an after-the-fact permit 
application for the reconstruction and expansion of a single family residence in a coastal sand dune system which 
was subsequently approved in part and denied in part.  To resolve the violations, Emmons agreed to comply with the 
terms and conditions of the licensing order concerning the reconstruction and expansion of the singe family 
residence, implement the vegetation restoration plan, and paid $1,938 as a civil monetary penalty. 


